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Dear Mr Gurr,
Infant circumcision training kits

We write to bring to your attention our concerns about infant circumcision training
kits currently being advertised and sold by Amazon UK®, and to ask that you remove
them from sale.

Male circumcision in the UK is wholly unregulated and we fear that the sale of this
product may encourage unqualified practitioners to carry out unnecessary surgery on
infants in non-clinical conditions, resulting in serious harm.

There are limited figures on the numbers of serious injuries related to non-
therapeutic excision of the foreskin. However, we do know that hundreds of babies
and children are admitted to British hospitals every year with infections, uncontrolled
bleeding or other complications. For example, in 2009, the emergency department of
Birmingham Children’s Hospital admitted 105 boys for circumcision related injuries.
In 2011 the same hospital admitted 11 baby boys aged 0-1 years old to their
paediatric intensive care unit with life-threatening complications directly caused by
circumcision.?

Despite evidence of serious injuries and even deaths® arising from botched
circumcisions, there remains no legal regulation of this practice. The irresponsible
sale of this product risks encouraging and normalising non-therapeutic religious
surgery on non-consenting minors.

Infant circumcision training kits may have a role in the training of medical students
and physicians, but should be sold responsibly. We question whether allowing the
sale of these items is consistent with Amazon UK’s Supply Chain Standards policy.
This policy requires sellers to establish a proper risk management process, which
one assumes extends through the supply chain to the sale itself.

! https://www.amazon.co.uk/Infant-Circumcision-Training-Kit-White/dp/B074ZGGY YK | https://www.amazon.co.uk/ESP-Infant-
Circumcision-Training-Kit/dp/B074PW3F6F | https://www.amazon.co.uk/Infant-Circumcision-Training-Kit-
Brown/dp/B074ZPWZ1P | https://www.amazon.co.uk/Infant-Circumcision-Training-Kit-Black/dp/B074ZP7N4K |
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Glans-Foreskin-Infant-Circumcision-Training/dp/B074ZK6BY?2 | https://www.amazon.co.uk/Glans-
Foreskin-Infant-Circumcision-Training/dp/B074ZVD6P4

2 http://endmalecircumcision.blogspot.co.uk/2012/07/birmingham-hospital-bosses-stay-silent.htm!

® http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-20733674
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We have further concerns about the sales pitch for the infant circumcision training kit
being grossly misleading in giving the false impression that cutting a portion of
healthy babies' genitals is done primarily for health reasons.

No medical association in the world actively recommends routine infant male
circumcision for health reasons. The British Association of Paediatric Surgeons has
stated that there is little if any reason to circumcise boys under 5 years old. The
putative and widely disputed benefits of circumcision referenced in the advertising
blurb relate to the risk of sexually transmitted illnesses in adult males in sub-Saharan
Africa; this is not relevant to healthy babies in the UK.

In January 2015, the head of the family division of the High Court in England and
Wales, Sir James Munby described non-therapeutic infant male circumcision as
causing ‘significant harm’ to boys. A joint statement by the Nordic children’s
ombudsmen in September 2013 condemned non-therapeutic infant circumcision as
violating fundamental medical-ethical principles.

Any associated claims for medical benefit of surgical training equipment should be
accurate. If this product remains on sale we will raise our concerns with the ASA.

Non-therapeutic circumcision is unethical and unnecessary and is putting infant boys
at risk of death and serious injury. This practice could be encouraged by the morally

negligent sale of Infant circumcision training kits to the public. We again urge you to

withdraw them from sale.

| am a UK GP with extensive UK and international experience in the science and
ethics of infant male circumcision. | chair the Secular Medical Forum (SMF) of the
National Secular Society (NSS). | would be happy to correspond further if that would
be helpful and to answer any questions you may have.

Yours Sincerely,

Dr Antony Lempert MBBS MRCGP
Chair, Secular Medical Forum



